
Utilization

16Commercial Aviation: Key Performance Indicators/Metrics
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Hours fell 85% and cycles 
61% between 21 January 
and 13 February but have 
since experienced a 
rebound.

Domestic Chinese flight 
hours recovered to pre-crisis 
by September.

Utilization – China Domestic
Utilization rates in hours and cycles on domestic Chinese routes – Jan 2020 to Feb 2021
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Source: AWIN Flight Tracking Data, Copyright 2021

Government discouragement of travel due to a 
rise in COVID-19 cases appears to have caused 
flight hours to dip in January but utilization 
recovered back to previous levels by end of 
February 2021.
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Utilization – Major US Airlines

Hours fell 82% and cycles 
61% between 13 March and 
21 April.

By mid-August utilization 
had returned to ~50% of 
pre-pandemic levels, 
cycles at ~65%.

Utilization rates in hours and cycles at American, Delta, Southwest and United – Jan 2020 to Feb 2021
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Flight hours in January and 
February 2021 remain around 
40% lower compared to the 
same period in 2020.

Source: AWIN Flight Tracking Data, Copyright 2021
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Utilization – Major European Airlines
Utilization rates in hours and cycles for major European airlines, including LCCs – Jan 2020 to Feb 2021
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Hours fell by 90% and 
cycles 70% in the 
month following Italy’s 
lockdown.

Recovery in hours and cycles, 
underway since April, gathered 
pace in July and reached ~65% 
of pre-crisis levels in August.
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Re-imposition of restrictions due 
to ‘second wave’ of the saw flight 
hours fall back to ~20% of pre-
pandemic levels in November.

Source: AWIN Flight Tracking Data, Copyright 2021

Following a brief resurgence 
over Christmas flight hours 
now at lowest levels since June 
2020 as a result of a return to 
lockdown in kye countries
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Utilization – Cargo Carriers
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Utilization rates for major, non-package cargo carriers – Jan 2020 to Feb 2021

Cargo utilization increased 
steadily from early February 
to early April and stabilized 
at around 2,500 hours in 
April, May and June. 
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Cargo utilization hit new 
highs in mid-November in 
build up to Christmas and 
with lockdowns returning 
in Europe. 

Source: AWIN Flight Tracking Data, Copyright 2021

After usual post 
Christmas drop, growth 
returned in January with 
February 2021 flight 
hours up 26% on 2020.
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Utilization – China and US comparison
Chinese domestic utilization compared with scheduled US utilization – Days since initial utilization fall

Recovery has stalled in US, 
but utilization has reached a 
consistent level since around 
day 100 .

Day 1 for China = 23rd Jan

Domestic Chinese utilization 
declined through January as 
the travel restrictions 
imposed but flight hours have 
rebounded in February.

Day 1 for US = 16th March

Source: AWIN Flight Tracking Data, Copyright 2021
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Chinese recovery is complete; gradual recovery continues in the US; European flight hours declining again.

Fall in utilization began in China in 
January with rate of decline peaking 
in US and Europe in late March.

Second wave in Europe 
saw utilization decline 
again in November.
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Source: AWIN Flight Tracking Data, Copyright 2021

US and European utilization 
saw a steady recovery 
between April and July.

Domestic Chinese utilization fell in 
January as travel restrictions imposed 
but has bounced back in February.
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